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“BEGINNINGS” 
BY CAROL ELLIS
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Carol Ellis 
Lit tLe SaLt

Carol ellis is one of those rare individuals they call a Florida Native. She was 
Born Carol ann Salzlein in Ft. Lauderdale, where she grew up on the isles 
of east Las Olas. From Ft. Lauderdale she embarked upon sailing voyages 
across the atlantic on the schooner Yacht america. Five years and nearly 
50,000 nautical miles later, Carol was warmly welcomed to Ocean Reef by 
members of the family who commissioned the yacht on which she sailed. 
Carol had no doubt in her mind, Ocean Reef she would call her home port. Her 
nickname “Little Salt” comes from the time when people were having a hard 
time pronouncing her last name. What’s in a name? the translation of Salzlein 
(Salz - Salt Lein - Little). Just call me Little Salt. 

Carol has been living and working in Ocean Reef since 1984; longer if you 
include when the eH ellis family arrived at Ocean Reef back in the 1960s. For 
the first 17 years of her career at Ocean Reef, Carol was involved in fitness, 
working at the ORC tennis Pro Shop and as Club Manager of the Health and 
tennis Club. Her passion for photography eventually became a full-time career 
as an event and wedding photographer, and family portrait artist.

Carol’s earliest memories are of pristine waters and unspoiled open spaces 
of the real Florida. Carol is focused on “at-risk” natural areas, much like the 
fragile environment that surrounds Ocean Reef. in 1999 she was recognized 
by then Florida Gov. Jeb Bush for her photographs documenting “Fisheating 
Creek” at the moment it transferred from private hands to the people in his 
“Forever Florida” initiative. 

Closer to home, Carol finds endless inspiration around Ocean Reef, near the 
water and in her garden. Her work is prominently on view at Gianni’s Ristorante, 
the Spa at Ocean Reef, the Ocean Reef Cultural Center, and in residences of 
Ocean Reef members here and afar.

March 2016

To the members of ocean reef Club, i’m eternally grateful to 
have been your resident artist and friend throughout the years, 
and i’m appreciative of all your support. 
Keep growing.

super Blood Moon at Full Eclipse
The moment a new decade of my life began
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This morning of my special birthday, i declare my intent 
toward elevating my art and fulfilling my purpose. 
"Coming to life" is the first piece.
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above Photo 09
Left – Photo 13
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Clean water - not only is it vital for all life, 
it’s essential for the human spirit and creativity
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SOLD
Photo 18

an hour in the garden puts life's problems in perspective.
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Photos 28, 29, 30
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The inspiration for this image, Gianni’s interior designer’s 
concept of “italy at ocean reef”.
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above Photo 34
top Left Photo 26
Bottom Left Photos 24, 25
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“i found i could say things with color and shapes that i 
couldn’t say any other way – things i had no words for.”

Georgia o’Keeffeabove Photo 20
top Right Photo 31

Bottom Right Photo 32 
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Index of Photos
01 My New Year Super Blood Moon

02 Coming to Life – Sunrise Bridge

03 Contemplative – Snapper Point

04 Mangrove Serenity

05 Monet Reflections

06 Wet i

07 Wet ii

08 Wet iii

09 Snoopy Point

10 Blue Waters – everglades 
Backcountry

11 Platinum Waters – Card Sound

12 White Pelican – everglades 
Backcountry

13 Waters Wall Hanging

14 traveler’s Palm

15 Bamboo i – angelfish Cay

16 Bamboo ii – angelfish Cay

17 My Heirloom tomatoes

18 Marina abstract

19 Point Moonrise

20 Ocean Reef Waterscape in Silver

21 Venice at Ocean Reef

22 ORC Channel Sunrise

23 Rosemary Bokeh

24 Basil Leaves

25  Rosemary 

26  Grape Vine

27  Foliage – Oregon Garden

28  Peony triptych – Panel i

29 Peony triptych – Panel ii

30 Peony triptych – Panel iii

31 Self Portrait in Gold

32 White Orchid on Silver

33 tall Palm

34 Flying Fish of atlantis

35 Flamingo attraction

36 Big “O” Conch

37 alabama Jacks – Downtown 
Card Sound

38 Fred’s Place – Downtown Card 
Sound

39 Last Chance – US 1 and Card 
Sound Road
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10:04 PM – Buccaneer island
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14 COUNtRY CLUB ROaD  
OCeaN ReeF CLUB 

KeY LaRGO, FLORiDa 33037
305-451-7778

CaROL@CaROLeLLiS.COM

w w w.CarolEllis.CoM

Carol Ellis |  liTTlE salT
www.carolellis.com | carol@carolellis.com

PhotograPhy
the Natural environment

EDUCatIoN
Ba: University of Florida College of Journalism 
Photographic Workshops Worldwide

aFFILIatIoNS
american Society of Media Photographers
Florida Keys Council of the arts - advisory Board | 2001-2006
Ocean Reef art League Member and instructor
Leadership Monroe County Class iX
Monroe County Master Gardener
Vermont Studio Center - artist in Residence | 2014
Little Salt Photography - Owner

EXhIBItIoNS
N. Key Largo Hammocks Botanical Site | 1999
the Seasons of Fisheating Creek | 2000
Transitions - Ocean Reef art League | 2001
art in Public Places: Commissioner Nelson’s Office | 2001
art in Public Places: Key West airport | 2002
art in Public Places: Commissioner Murphy’s Office | 2006
Crocodile Lake Centennial Celebration | 2003
Be The Bee – Ocean Reef art League | 2007
after the Cold – Key Deer National Wildlife Refuge | 2010
Human - Nature – Ocean Reef art League | 2014 
Beginnings – island interiors | March 2016

DoCUMENtary
The Fragile Keys – PBS; Photographer and Post Production | 2001

PUBLICatIoNS
Florida 24/7 - Published 2004, DK Publishing Co.  
Photographs of the Florida Keys

rECogNItIoN
GLee 2009 individual Green Living award Recipient
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Now is the time. rarely do we get second chances.
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